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	Agenda topics

	
	New SPoRT Product evaluations
	Geoffrey stano / Kevin Fuell

	Discussion
	Focus on six specific topics for new evaluations.  The emphasis is on looking at new products or highlighting activities that have not been evaluated recently.  We discussed a rough time line for each evaluation as well as what offices may have interest in participation.  The topics included:
1) GOES-R Proving Ground products

2) Modeling applications

3) Total lightning applications

4) Diagnostic model parameters

5) The UAH convective initiation product

6) The SPoRT ADAS surface analysis system

	1) The GOES-R Proving Ground evaluation will focus on WFO partners who have provided written confirmation from Kevin’s previous request for participants.  There are two main product suites.  These are the MODIS-GOES Hybrid (Hybrid) and the Red-Green-Blue (RGB) composites.  The Hybrid is not an image combine and replaces GOES data with MODIS data when available.  This evaluation will likely begin in March (6-19?) to take advantage of the fog “season” as recommended by Houston and SMG.  The RGB composites, such as true color, air mass type, etc. will be evaluated after the Hybrid.
2) WFO Albuquerque requested to be added to the modeling applications evaluation and understands that the Land Information System (LIS) initial condition is not yet available that far west.  Spaceflight Meteorology Group has offered to support activity with their available cluster, potentially performing control runs.  SPoRT is requesting offices who wish to participate to recommend events where the models were exceptionally good/bad.  This targeted approach will help utilize resources to create control runs or NASA-enhanced runs.  Additionally, a few cases from multiple offices will provide a decent number of cases for diverse geography and situations.  Events within the last 3-4 years are good to focus on now.  Request by WFO Houston on implementing MetTools.
3) SPoRT has developed new total lightning visualizations, specifically the maximum density.  SPoRT interested in evaluating utility of product and to move beyond just lightning jumps and severe weather.  Any WFO with total lightning data may participate.  Additionally, the theme is to focus on further incorporating total lightning into operations and SPoRT can collaborate with offices wishing to do this, such as WFO Melbourne’s efforts.  Initial target date is this spring.  Evaluation of total lightning during sea breeze events could be performed later in the summer.  Lastly, SMG and Houston have been using vertically integrated ice.  SPoRT may be able to help transition this to other offices with total lightning for evaluation with these data.  Main need is to include a NASA-centric focus.
4) Unlike item #2, this evaluation is to focus on parameters, such as SPoRT’s sea surface temperatures, the land information system (LIS) output, and/or the MODIS NDVI product for use in a diagnostic sense to improve forecast operations.  For example, similar evaluations to Birmingham’s convective project from 2010 that used the LIS and Miami’s evaluation of the SSTs several years ago.  This is a lower priority evaluation topic as training needs to be created.  However, interest exists with Birmingham’s 2011 convective project and the request by their hydrologist to use LIS daily.  SPoRT is working to provide these parameters in AWIPS.  The NDVI may be best evaluated in the Fall during the Summer-Fall transition.

5) The UAH convective initiation (CI) product has undergone extensive work and is the official GOES-R Proving Ground product.  UAH researchers are working to make this a day and night product and SPoRT is working to provide this within AWIPS.  This is not ready for a near-term evaluation, but assessing interest.  WFO Mobile is definitely interested.

6) The SPoRT ADAS is available for evaluation, but SPoRT will not yet pursue this until NASA data are ingested into the product.  

	

	Conclusions
	Six evaluation topics were discussed (see above), although priority has been given to the top four.  There is a mix of action items by both SPoRT and the WFOs in order to start these.  Topics 1 and 3 will begin shortly while the other topics will likely see evaluations this summer into the fall.  All action items below are numbered with their corresponding topic above.

	

	

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	1)  SPoRT needs to finalized transition of the Hybrid to participating WFOs
	Kevin Fuell
	Feb. 28, 2011

	2)  Support WFO Houston with MetTools
	Jon Case
	

	2)  Select cases of good/poor model performance to evaluate
	WFO partners
	Initial ideas March 17, 2011

	2)  Discuss use of SMG hardware
	Brian Hoeth / Jon Case
	Initially by March 17, 2011

	3)  Transition maximum density product to interested WFO partners.
	Geoffrey Stano
	March 17, 2011

	3)  New total lightning training module
	Geoffrey Stano
	March 17, 2011

	4)  Indicate office interest in participation and what products.
	WFO partners
	March 17, 2011

	4)  Transition LIS and NDVI into AWIPS 
	SPoRT team
	

	4)  Longer-term: Develop training on these products
	SPoRT team
	

	5)  Transition to AWIPS and develop training
	SPoRT / UAH
	

	

	
	NWA Topics discussion
	geoffrey stano / kevin fuell

	Discussion
	Focus on SPoRT and WFO partner involvement in the 2011 National Weather Association Conference in Birmingham, Alabama in October.

	The NWA theme is transitioning operations knowledge to the public.  SPoRT is emphasizing potential collaborations now as the abstracts will be due in several months.  This is an interesting opportunity as the conference is being held near SPoRT and a number of our partner WFOs.  Xxxx points were discussed.
1) SPoRT may have funding available to support travel of a forecaster who cannot attend NWA otherwise.
2) SPoRT can present poster at NWA if forecaster cannot attend.  The forecaster would still be first author.

3) SPoRT will assist with collaborative projects to help provide images, data, or other information.

4) Topics can include information from upcoming evaluations and/or previous activities.

Several topics were discussed by specific WFOs.

Corpus Christi – Interested in SSTs and the impact on advection fog and/or impact on sea breeze in modeling

Houston – Focus on local modeling and to include MET statistics – Want to work with SMG on lightning activities.

Spaceflight Meteorology Group – Work with SPoRT to distribute vertically integrated ice product for evaluation

Birmingham – Submissions with their 2010/2011 convective initiation product.  Also, Kevin Laws is part of the abstract review committee.

	

	Conclusions
	SPoRT is looking to coordinate efforts with partners to have a strong contingent at the NWA.  The call focused on potential topics and what SPoRT can do to support collaborations. 

	

	

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Provide SPoRT topics to collaborate on for the NWA.  Afterwards, SPoRT can discuss how to best integrate with the forecasters’ efforts.
	WFO partners
	March 17, 2011

	
	
	

	
	
	


